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OVERVIEW OF ADULT EDUCATION 
 
 

Mission Statement 
The mission of adult education in South Carolina is to; assist adults in becoming literate and 
obtaining the knowledge and skills necessary for employment and economic self-sufficiency; 
assist adults who are parents to obtain the educational skills necessary for them to become full 
partners in the educational development of their children; and assist adults in the completion of a 
secondary-school education. 
 
Vision 
The vision of adult education is for all South Carolina adults to have a high level of literacy that 
enables them to access needed information, take independent action, express ideas and opinions, 
keep up with the changing world, and exercise rights and responsibilities as family members, 
workers, and community members. 

About 
The adult education program in South Carolina is administered by the South Carolina Department 
of Education (SCDE) which falls under the authority of The South Carolina State Board of 
Education. The SCDE is responsible for K-12 public education and is under the supervision of the 
elected State Superintendent of Education.  The Office of Adult Education is housed within the 
Division of Federal Programs and Comprehensive Educational Services and is responsible for the 
oversight and monitoring of the state’s adult education programs.  

In South Carolina, there are currently fifty-two (52) adult education programs that serve the 
seventy-nine (79) school districts. These programs are administered by school districts, 
community-based organizations (CBOs) and the Palmetto Unified School District (PUSD) which 
serves the incarcerated population within the SC Department of Corrections. Adult education 
providers may elect to partner with one another to offer adult education services in more than one 
county or area.   

Adult education programs are voluntary and afford opportunities for students to obtain a high 
school equivalency diploma (HSED), a high school diploma (HSD), and a National Career 
Readiness Certificate (NCRC) and participate in English as a second language classes (ESL) and 
family literacy (FL). Some adults enroll in adult education to improve their basic literacy and/or 
numeracy skills. Adult education enrollment occurs at various intervals throughout the school year 
depending on the program’s enrollment policy. Both day and evening classes are offered at most 
programs. Classes are structured to accommodate the busy schedules of adults. Some adult 
education programs have multiple sites/locations within their service area. Adult education classes 
are taught by certified teachers and/or trained volunteers who are overseen by certified teachers. 
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Most adult education programs have a program director, instructors, administrative support, a 
designated data specialist, a college and career navigator, and other key staff to support initiatives 
offered by the program.  

Overview 
Adult literacy is defined as an individual’s ability to use printed and written information to function 
in society, to achieve one’s goals, and to develop one’s knowledge and potential. Adult education 
programs serve individuals sixteen (16) years of age and older who need to improve their basic 
skills with an emphasis on literacy, mathematics, and English language proficiency.  Adult 
education students under the age of 18 must be assigned to adult education by the local school 
board.   Instructors work with each student to design an individual learning plan that aligns to the 
student’s goals: to get, retain or advance in a job; get off public assistance and achieve a family-
sustaining income; earn a high school diploma (HSD) or obtain a high school equivalency diploma 
(HSED); advance to a technical college or training program; help dependent children be successful 
in school; manage the family’s healthcare; or learn English, understand U.S. culture, and be an 
informed citizen.   

Guidelines and Regulations 
Adult Education is authorized by Title II of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 
2014 (Pub. L. 113-128) and adheres to an annually approved State Plan.  This plan is an agreement 
between the state of South Carolina and the federal government to assure that the state’s 
administration of adult education and family literacy programs is consistent with the authorizing 
legislation.   The mission of adult education in South Carolina is to (1) assist adults in becoming 
literate and obtaining the knowledge and skills necessary for employment and self-sufficiency, (2) 
assist adults who are parents to obtain the educational skills necessary for them to become full 
partners in the educational development of their children, and (3) assist adults in the completion 
of a secondary-school credential. 

Program Statutory Requirements  
In addition to SC state regulations 43-237.1, 43-259, 43-234, and 43-229, South Carolina Adult 
Education programs must adhere to the Federal requirements for subgrantees. This includes 
statutory requirements and stipulations regarding, performance measures, program intensity and 
duration, hours of participation, and recruitment and retention.  

Program Administration & Management  
Adult Education Programs provide a variety of components including Adult Basic Education 
(ABE), High School Equivalency Diploma (HSED), High School Diploma (HSD), National 
Career Readiness Certificate (NCRC), English as a Second Language (ESL), Family Literacy (FL), 
Parent Education (PE), as well as district requested services and Community Education courses.  
Each program sets guidelines for program participants, program staff and staff orientation.  
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Program Monitoring  
Under the mandate of the SC State Plan for Adult Education and Family Literacy, the Office of 
Adult Education must assign a compliance monitoring team to all school district programs and 
community-based organizations (CBOs) receiving federal funds and/or state aid to support 
approved adult learning services. The compliance monitoring process evaluates quality indicators 
in the following focus areas: administration, professional development, data collection and 
analysis, orientation and intake process, standardized assessment, student exit and follow-up, 
student records, record keeping and curriculum and instruction, career pathways, and financial 
monitoring.  The compliance monitoring process also monitors career pathway creation based on 
the employment needs of the local providers Workforce Development Region (WDR). 

To assure comparability across the state and adherence to National Reporting System (NRS) 
guidelines, the South Carolina Office of Adult Education established policies to govern the 
assessment process. Prior to implementation, the SC Adult Education Assessment Policy is 
submitted annually to the Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education (OCTAE) for federal 
approval. Programs are also monitored for adherence to this policy. 

Special Initiatives and Partnerships  
Adult Education continuously seeks partnerships and implements special initiatives to better serve 
the community. These include Integrated English Literacy-Civics Education (IEL/CE), Adult 
Education and Family Literacy / Engagement Collaborative (AEFLEC), National Career 
Readiness Certificate (NCRC), SC Vocational Rehabilitation Department (SCVRD), County Jail-
Local Detention Centers, Certified Work Ready Communities (CWRC), Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) 2 Work, Workplace Literacy, etc.    

Adult education classes are provided at 24 Vocational Rehabilitation Offices around the state. 
Preparation for the WorkKeys test is provided for all vocational rehabilitation clients who have 
been identified as having the academic potential to earn at least a Bronze Career Readiness 
Certification.    

Adult Education also has a partnership with the Department of Social Services (DSS).  Local adult 
education programs provide educational services for individuals participating in the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program’s (SNAP) Employment and Training Initiative.  DSS also provides 
childcare vouchers for enrolled students who are in need of childcare services. 
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